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England has strong traditions in craft education and skilled
knowledge has been identified as the main outcome in craft
learning in schools. While craft was initially introduced into
general education as a practical subject, development of
children’s cognitive abilities, creativity and problem solving,
are being emphasised in contemporary rationales for craft
education. There is a need to identify effective ways of
teaching design thinking, which is a mode of thinking in which
people generate and develop their own ideas for making
objects. In order to foster children’s creative design thinking,
various strategies are identified in the literature, analysis of
policy documents and fieldwork.
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