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As Taihu stones (deformed limestones) were considered
one of the symbols of China, so those were painted in Japanese
paintings. Classifying by the way of placing the Taihu stones in
old Japanese paintings, we can find the way to use the Taihu
stones in Chinese garden as following.

1) “Shint -tu (H: % [X)” painted in the Tang-dynasty, 8th
Century, shows they placed small stones in a garden, but we can
see that the Tathu stones took place of the small stones from
Japanese painting “Torige-ritsujo-no-byobu ( & T 37 ¢ J5f: Jil )" .
I assume that they use bigger Taihu stones in their garden to
enjoy watching from “Qixian-tu (£ & X )" painted in Chinese
Tang-dynasty, 9th Century.

2)In the “Bada-chunyun-tu (/UGEZH¥EX)" painted in 10th
Century, they place one huge Taihu stone in their garden. From
the Japanese painting “E-inga-kyo (F&K4:#%)" in 8th Century,
I guess they put a Taihu stone, which is as tall as a human, in
the main place of the garden.

3)In “Longchijingdu-tu (§Eith#J%X])" painted in the Yuan-
dynasty, 14th Century, we can see big Taihu stones both left
and right side of the palace. But it was imaged from the old
palace of old paintings. From the Japanese paintings “Kegon-
shuso-eden (ZE ik 575 HHL Ml #2 1% )" and “Toseiden-emaki ( B AE =
#&%)" painted in the 13th Century, we can see they placed a
Taihu stone in front of the palace in Song Dynasty (960-279).
I assume that they placed Taifu stones in their garden first and
then they started to place the Taihu stones in front of their
palace.

4) From “Qianlongdi-ji-fei-guzhuang-xiang @7 KA h45)”
painted in Qing Dynasty,18th Century, we can see that they put
Taihu stones in a pond of their garden. “Sancai-tangwu (=¥ &
J&)", a miniature made in 8th Century, shows that they built a
pond at the front of the building and placed big stones at the
front of the mountain. In “Genjo-sanzo-e (¥X#E=j&#&)" painted
in 13th Century in Japan, there is a big Taihu stone beside the
pond built next to Xuanzang s father’ s house. It means it
stared form Song - Dynasty to place the Taihu stones beside a
pond.
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